SIX KEYS TO LIVING A FRUITFUL CHRISTIAN LIFE
· We are now living in the lawless and perilous times that Jesus spoke of and the Apostle Paul wrote about

Jesus Himself said,

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:10-13)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
The Apostle Paul also wrote, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
· As Christians to live wholeheartedly for the Lord is like rowing continually upstream against the tide of this world that would try and draw us away from the things of God

· God’s desire is that our lives would bear much eternal fruit

Jesus Himself said,

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” (John 15:7-8)

Jesus also said, 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

· God’s desire is that through our lives’ others would also be reconciled to Him as we actively share our faith with others (2 Corinthians 5:20)
· That we as Christians would help to bring the goodness of God into our communities so that our cities would be transformed by the love of Christ and the gospel message
· That we would truly be salt and light in the world as believers
· We see the power of the gospel to bring transformation to cities in the book of Acts

“Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. AND THERE WAS GREAT JOY IN THAT CITY” (Acts 8:4-8)
· So today I just want look at 6 spiritual keys or disciplines that can help us to live fruitful and productive Christian lives so that our lives can make a great eternal difference in the lives of those that we engage with

1) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER 

· Involving God in every area of our life helps us to make right choices in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

In the book of James we read,

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 

· Seeking God in prayer for help in time of need helps us to maintain peace in our hearts and minds. This is a great key to consistently hearing from God
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· The simple fact is that we have a God who is both willing and able to help us at all times

Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
· Prayer is the key to seeing the breakthroughs in our life

· Prayer is a great key to living a victorious and overcoming Christian life

2) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORD OF GOD
· Continually feeding upon the word of God is crucial to maintaining a strong faith in a world that is becoming more and more lawless and ungodly
· Being continually hearers and doers of God’s word is a great key to continually remaining strong in our faith and to living a fruitful and prosperous Christian life

The Psalmist wrote,

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
The LORD said to Joshua,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
Jesus also said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· Meditating on and studying God’s word helps to build up our faith and to grow in Christlike character
3) ALLOWING CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER TO BE CULTIVATED IN OUR LIVES
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
· Having godly character is a great key to promotion in God’s Kingdom

· The whole Christian walk is one of becoming more like Christ over time as we allow the Holy Spirit to do the work of sanctification in our life as we yield to His influence in our lives

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
· It is our character that gives us credibility in our walk with the LORD and that helps us to shine for Him
Jesus Himself said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
· The way that we live our lives has the greatest impact on others. This is why it is important that we develop the fruit of the Spirit in our lives as believers
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 1:5-8)

4) HAVING A GENUINE LOVE FOR OTHERS 

· This is a great key to being effective in sharing our faith with others

· People respond to genuine love and kindness

Jesus Himself said,

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
· It is our love for other believers that is the greatest witness to those in the world

· It is our love for Jesus that will give us His love and COMPASSION for people

Jesus Himself said,
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30) “And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)

In the gospel of Matthew we read,

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:35-36)
· All that we do in life must always be undergirded by a genuine love for others
The Apostle Paul made this clear when he wrote, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)
5) MINISTERING IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – WE NEED TO BE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

· Jesus Himself depended upon the Holy Spirit in His ministry here on earth
In the book of Acts we read, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
· The Apostle Paul also emphasised the importance of continually ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)

“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.” 

(1 Thessalonians 1:5-8)

The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of being continually filled with all the fullness of God when he wrote,
“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,”    (Ephesians 3:14-20)  AND

6) USING OUR TIME WISELY (THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY REMAINING IN THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIVES)

· It is so important that we continually remain in the will of God for our lives and stay connected to God’s plan and purpose for our lives
· This is the key to seeing our lives bear much fruit

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· Prayerfully making plans is a great key to leading a fruitful Christian life
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5)
· God’s plan for our life unfolds over time

In the book of Psalms we read, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His hand.” (Psalm 37:23-24)
· Being continually led by the Holy Spirit helps us to be always at the right place at the right time doing the right thing and is a great key to remaining continually in God’s will for our life

I will finish with the words of Jesus, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
